Dag Hammarskjöld University College of International Relations and Diplomacy (hereinafter referred to as: DH UCIRD) has been operating since the winter semester of the academic year 2009/10. Since February 22, 2012 the institution has borne the present name of Dag Hammarskjöld University College of International Relations and Diplomacy, thus paying homage to one of the leading figures of Swedish and world diplomacy, the second Secretary-General of the United Nations and Nobel Peace Prize laureate. 
The university college in question is the only higher education institution in the Republic of Croatia that carries out undergraduate professional study programme and specialist graduate professional study programme of international relations and diplomacy. Consequently, from the very beginning of its activity, DH UCIRD has been educating bachelors in international relations and diplomacy by allowing them to gain pertinent knowledge and skills needed for their professional work in public and political institutions, as well as in private and public companies and institutions. Furthermore, DH UCIRD has been educating specialists of international relations and diplomacy, who upon graduation are qualified to work for various institutions in the realm of social sciences and humanities, to carry out analytical work in the field of international relations and diplomacy and analyses of individual foreign policies and their influence on the international political and economic position of modern states. The DH UCIRD‘s programme is conceived as a bridge between theory and practice, hence providing students with a whole set of interdisciplinary and easy-to-use knowledge and skills needed for the exercise of various professions related to the field of international relations and diplomacy.
Participation in the Erasmus+ Programme will significantly contribute to DH UCIRD's aspirations to fulfil our objectives for the upcoming years. Participation in activities under the Programme will help DH UCIRD's mission to offer students an education of the highest possible quality and allow them graduate with competencies that are in demand on the labour market both in Croatia and internationally. It will also allow for the university to be involved in critical, open and innovative interaction with international actors which in our perspective is a key motor for growth and a partner that creates value. 

DH UCIRD firmly believes that the major societal challenges are complex and cut across boundaries, sectors and academic specialisations. Therefore, solutions must be found through new interdisciplinary partnerships that cut across boundaries – national as well as academic. The opportunities provided in the Programme will heavily assist in providing mobility and cross-border co-operation.  Degree programmes and learning environments must continue to be internationalised, so that cultural diversity and international experiences become strengths to the benefit of all. Programme mobility for both students and staff creates an intercultural learning environment that improves the quality of the university’s degree programmes as well as the students’ learning experiences. 

The combination of high-quality degree programmes and focus on talent development requires a strong university and is of decisive importance for the university’s competitiveness and its ability to contribute to the development of society. Global collaboration within the Programme will significantly contribute to defining the university’s scope for action and development within this area. The Programme will focus on quality in education and will foster opportunity for benchmarking between partners. This will help DH UCIRD reach its objectives to create strong core disciplines and strong degree programmes in order to make DH UCIRD an attractive place of study for all students. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The benchmarking and development opportunities within the Programme will allow DH UCIRD to strengthen its position as a leading institution of its kind in tghe region. This position will be utilized to make an impact and to influence international policy development in research, innovation and education both in (and even  outside Europe). From a strong current position, DH UCIRD aims to further improve the quality and level of activity of its research and degrees in coming years. In order to realise this ambition, it is vital to provide the necessary flexibility and freedom for its research activities, which the Programme will contribute to.

